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Abstract

This bibliography presents a compilation of both scientific and popular references relating to
Lake Victoria. Comprising 2,180 bibliographic entries, it covers all disciplines ever concerned
with Lake Victoria, but gives emphasis to fish and fisheries. It represents an attempt to take
stock of available works, investigations and issues to enable users to make fill use of the
information they contain, for proper management of the fisheries of Lake Victoria.

Background

The present bibliography results from merging two drafts bibliographies prepared in 1988 and
1989. Overlapping references were deleted and all entries were rechecked where discrepancies
were found between two corresponding references. No attempt was made to delete the
‘non-aquatic’ references. New references covering the late 1980s and early 1990s were collected
by the first author and added to the bibliography of which a draft version was ready in 1993
(Crul et al. 1993). The bibliography will undoubtedly be a useful tool in addressing sustainable
resource use and management of Lake Victoria. Therefore the Division of Water Sciences of
UNESCO decided within the framework of its project ‘Comprehensive and Comparative Study
of Great Lakes’ (UNESCO/IHP-IV Project M-5.1, 1992-1995) to publish the bibliography
separately in UNESCO’s series of ‘Technical Documents in Hydrology’.

In early 1988 the Haplochromis Ecology Survey Team (HEST) of the University of Leiden, The
Netherlands, commenced preparations for a regional seminar on the fish stocks and fisheries of
Lake Victoria which was subsequently held in January and February 1989 as part of their project
with the Tanzanian Fisheries Research Institute (TAFIRI) in Mwanza. During these preparations
it was recognized that the seminar would greatly benefit from a review of the literature
potentially relevant to fisheries of Lake Victoria.
Drs R.C.M. Crul and G. Bongers, then based at the International Agricultural Centre,
Wageningen, Drs M.J.P. van Oijen of the Rijksmuseurn van Natuurlijke Historic, Leiden and Ir
D.J. Postma, then member of HEST, Leiden, compiled large numbers of references covering
beside fisheries and fish ecology other aspects such as limnology, geology, geography,
hydrology, sociology etc. through literature searches at the libraries of their institutes in Leiden
and Wageningen which they sent to specialists for checking and complementing (see
Acknowledgements). This work led to the preliminary bibliography by Crul et al. (1988).

Starting from May 1988, during a visit of Mr. Acere to the Philippines, a large number of
references were simultaneously assembled in Manila in the frame of the “Artisanal Fisheries
Resources Study Project No. 5100,36,47,025 Uganda” funded by the Commission of the
European Community and jointly implemented by the Uganda Freshwater Fisheries Research
Organization (UFFRO), Jinja, and the International Center for Living Aquatic Resources
Management (ICLARM), Manila. References were obtained from the ICLARM library, from
ASFA, BIOSIS Previews, CAB Abstracts, AGRICOLA, and personal collections of FAO staff.
The bibliography, as originally conceived, was meant to cover the fishery resources and fisheries
of Lake Victoria. As the search proceeded, however, references covering other aspects (e.g.,
geology, hydrology, epidemiology, geography, paleoclimatology, etc.) emerged. This work led
to the preliminary bibliography of Acere et al. (1989).
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